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Blair does not deserve honours

Khalaf Ahmad Al Habtoor

9/18/2010

If good things happen to good people, as the sayiag, then it's difficult to understand
why Britain's former prime minister Tony Blair i®ing showered with well-paying top
jobs, high position and awards. Of course, everybas their own idea on what
constitutes a good person. But most would agreeatieader who manipulated the truth
to take his country into a war that took the livésup to one million men, women and
children can hardly be considered 'good'. Wha#hevorse is that Blair insists he would
take the same decision all over again and doegert kave the decency to apologise for
what just about everyone considers was either asgeoror of judgement or a criminal
abuse of international law. Blair's partner GeoWe Bush isn't my favourite person
either but at least he's maintained a low profilece leaving office. He's not hiring
himself out as an advisor to multinationals. Hed¢ charging a small fortune for after-
dinner speeches or jetting around signing copieshisf memoirs. On the recent
anniversary of the September 11, 2001 attacks, d.d&wush gave a speech at a
commemorative event while her husband contentedséifmwith just a four line
statement. Clearly, his shoe-dodging days are @lair, on the other hand, manages to
laugh off his critics while wowing American audi@scwith his self-righteous hand-on-
the-heart fake sincerity, natural charm and skileditical showmanship, which have
long passed their sell-by date in his own couniinyLondon, a book launch party and
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other related events had to be cancelled after de veckled by protestors who pelted
him with eggs; one woman even attempted to makézews arrest and was carted off
by the police. 1 don't condone such behaviour bufully empathise with the
demonstrators' outrage. But credit where credite. dHe's a clever man. His
autobiography A Journey - described by one Britlally as "a love letter to George W.
Bush" - is flying off the shelves because he was/ganough to salvage potential
readers' moral reluctance to pour cash into hisguedl bank account by announcing that
his share of the proceeds will go to a Royal Britisegion rehabilitation centre.
Reflecting the anger felt by the British publics iooks are appearing in stores in Crime
or Fantasy sections. It's an entirely differentystio the US where Blair has achieved
almost super hero status for standing shoulderhmulder with Americans in the
aftermath of 9-11 and for his enthusiastic paritign in Bush's two wars of choice,
which most British people were vehemently agaitfstby virtue of nationality and
birthplace, he were eligible to be president, lehaw doubt that he would beat all rivals
to the Oval Office. At home, however, many feelease of betrayal after the man they
entrusted to look after their interests trampledruphem to become an intellectually-
challenged American President's grinning yes mawaring to 'Yo, Blair'. For those
who believe Blair should have a seat reservedatrternational Criminal Court in The
Hague, it was shocking to see former president@ititon awarding his old friend Blair
the prestigious Liberty Medal together with $10@,gDh367,000) “in recognition for his
steadfast commitment to conflict resolution" an@iging him for his leadership and
dedication to conflict resolution. To my ears thatunds like a sick joke when Blair has
initiated far more conflicts that he's helped resolBut it's no joke. The Americans
genuinely think this smarmy, self-serving charaeseeMr Wonderful. On January 13,
2009, Blair was the recipient of the Presidentia@ddl of Freedom from George W. Bush
and in 2003 he was awarded with the Congressior@t ®ledal of Honour in
recognition of his "steadfast stand against ewhijch is still awaiting collection. When
Blair moved out of Number Ten on June 27, 2007 Jutky star was shining bright. He
got out when things were still good, before thebgloeconomic downturn shone on a
spotlight on his government's spendthrift polices éiscal indebtedness. Poor Gordon
Brown, who is one of the good guys despite hisadaivkwardness, was left to pick up
the pieces and was then slammed by his former dlamin his autobiography. 'Teflon
Man' was then appointed Middle East Envoy to thar€a - the US, Russia, the UN and
the EU - tasked with reinforcing the Palestinianremmy and institutions, which couldn't
be more inappropriate for a self-confessed friehdsmel who champions the Jewish
state at every opportunity and cosies up to thelgmael lobbying group AIPAC. At one
time, he was even in the running to become the fgao Union's permanent president.
What a scandal that would have been! Since, Bl&uck has continued. By some
accounts, his commercial interests and companyiajppents have boosted his personal
wealth, which is now estimated at around £20 mill{®@h115 million). He has friends
and associates in high places, multiple homes riaxec security detail, courtesy of the
British taxpayer, and can look forward to a redpeamreception wherever he travels -
apart from the UK and Eire that is. During a redaterview, Blair was asked whether he
would ever consider returning to British politidde said he feared that British politics
had probably finished with him. That's true, butywdhould he care when he has the
superpower grovelling at his feet? Blair will nevace a court of law but it's time that the
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court of public opinion took him to task. For alishmoney, medals and American
adulation, with so much blood on his hands | caly aonder what kind of man he sees
each time he looks in the mirror.
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